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Abstract:

The human pathogens that are currently being investigated in the lab include shiga toxin (Stx) producing Escherichia coli (STEC), Cryptosporidium parvum and C. hominis, and Enterocytozoon bieneusi. We have developed a procedure to purify E. bieneusi from stool and produced specific monoclonal antibodies. The long term goal of the STEC projects is to develop antibody therapy for prevention of Stx-induced hemolytic-uremic syndrome (HUS), and of the Cryptosporidium project is to understand host's immune response and characterize (molecular, functional and immunologic) parasite antigens associated with virulence and protection. Studies on above mentioned projects that have recently been published and those that are currently being performed will be presented.
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