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Abstract:

Tufts University's graduate certificate program, Water: Systems, Science and Society (WSSS) is a model for integrative graduate education both within and outside Tufts—a model that organizes research and training according to the problems to be addressed, integrating across disciplinary boundaries. To this end, this unique certificate program has three goals:

     1. To develop interdisciplinary research projects that will make significant local, national, and global  

         contributions

     2. To educate a diverse, ethical, skilled set of professionals who are trained to be multidisciplinary even as they 

         develop a specialization

     3. To meet the growing global demand for interdisciplinary water experts

By meeting these goals, Tufts and WSSS graduates will be able to respond to the interdisciplinary, integrated water-related research challenges identified in the recent NSF report on Complex Environmental Systems. These graduates will be uniquely equipped to develop integrated, interdisciplinary solutions to the complex science, public health, economic, engineering, environmental, behavioral, planning, and policy issues surrounding US and

international water crises.

In addition, students participate in WSSS research projects organized around six areas where Tufts has well-established faculty and resources: Water, Climate and Environment Change; Water and Public Health; Water Pollution and Remediation Science; Watershed Management; Water, Food and Livelihood Security; and Water

and National and International Security. These distinct areas are deeply connected to one another, so that research projects often support the goals of two or more topic areas. Many of our WSSS student and faculty efforts are located in watersheds throughout the world where Tufts  has long-term research partnerships with local organizations and researchers.

For full program and contact information, please visit the WSSS program website at: http://www.tufts.edu/water 
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