Poster No. 30


	Title: 

Seabird Ecological Assessment Network (SEANET): A Citizen Science Project for Marine Ecosystem Health

	Author(s):
Rebecca Harris, Florina Tseng, Sean Griffin, Mark Pokras

	Presented by:

Rebecca Harris

	Department(s):

Department of Environmental and Population Health, Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine 


Abstract:

The Seabird Ecological Assessment Network (SEANET) brings together interdisciplinary researchers and volunteers in a long-term collaborative effort to identify threats to marine birds in the northeastern US and Atlantic Canada. Seabirds are very conspicuous organisms in marine ecosystems, and are frequently used as indicators of marine oil pollution, among other threats. A primary reason for the formation of SEANET was the lack of organized reporting of marine bird mortality events in the northeast, as exists for marine mammals and sea turtles. Numerous threats contribute to mortality, including disease, fisheries operations, development, organic pollutants, heavy metals, and oil pollution. SEANET serves as an educational vehicle and catalyst for involvement of citizen scientists. Over 432 volunteers have been trained in seven states from Delaware Bay throughout the Gulf of Maine to monitor beaches for seabird mortality. Since volunteers in Massachusetts started walking beaches in fall of 2002, we have held 24 volunteer trainings, in addition to more frequent waterbird identification sessions, beach walks, volunteer updates, and individual volunteer recruitment and training by collaborators. From 267 reporting volunteers, a total of 2,278 surveys covering 4,406 km of 219 beaches were completed during 2002-2005.  A total of 716 carcasses of 62 different species have been encountered by volunteers. Baseline beached bird mortality data from the northeastern US is summarized to date, in addition to highlights from focused SEANET research using seabirds as indicators of coastal and marine ecosystem health.
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