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Abstract: 

The link between animal and human health is undeniable and we must begin to take a more holistic view of health and disease.  On a global scale the majority of new emerging diseases are zoonotic, and many involve a wildlife connection.  New projects, such as the Wildlife Disease Surveillance Program at TCSVM that coordinate projects within existing human and veterinary health monitoring frameworks to form mutually beneficial collaborations between both public and private agencies and organizations, will be on the forefront of protecting the public health in these current times. 

The Wildlife Disease Surveillance Program (WDSP) provides an infrastructure enabling the detection of unusual disease events affecting wild animals in the state of Massachusetts, thereby acting as an advanced warning of the presence of infectious disease that could threaten human or domestic animal health.  The “canary in the coalmine” analogy reflects the benefits of sensitive animal indicators as early warning systems to detect and prevent human health problems.  Contamination of the environment with biological agents of disease may first be recognized in the wild animals that live in constant intimate contact with their surrounding ecosystems. As with any surveillance system, baseline levels of endemic diseases affecting wildlife health must be initially established, followed by monitoring for disease events that fall outside the established normal pattern.  This information will be vital as part of an overall health surveillance system which will provide an early response to disease events and the chance for prevention of catastrophic threats to human health and agriculture. 

The hallmark of this program is the creative linking of existing infrastructures, both within the state and nationally, to develop cooperative networks that enhance pre-existing program capabilities.  By taking full advantage of resources that already exist, expanding the information gathering, processing, and communication mechanisms, and streamlining and reducing duplication of effort, this program will act to decrease the burden on each individual organization while increasing the overall level of health protection statewide.
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