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Abstract:

The goal of this research is to make the most effective use of available research on animal health and welfare in extending and elaborating standards for organic animal production. The results are intended to be used by the organic community and policymakers interested in possible refinements in the National Organic Standards and more generally to provide standards-setters and those who work with the standards a better understanding of the underlying science.

The first step has been to identify through literature review and synthesis the major aspects of organic animal health and welfare standards that would most benefit from a sounder scientific foundation and where untapped research is most available to provide it. Initial candidates include the following: 

•
Topics that are treated differently by various national and international organic standards as well as relevant non-organic standards (e.g. Certified Humane, AVMA)

•
Topics that have been the subject of recommendations by the National Organic Standards Board, or that have received significant discussion at public comment sessions of the NOSB and/or during rulemaking

The research has produced farm animal health & welfare catalogs—the raw materials from which the most significant topics will be selected for further analysis. Besides comparing the relevant standards point-by-point, we have given a partial indication of what the scientific literature has to say on each. The redundancy in these catalogs is deliberate.  We constructed them so that a reader interested in a single aspect of animal health and welfare 

(e.g., antibiotic use in feed) can find all relevant information in that one section.

Eventually, in consultation with technical experts, we will develop species-by-species draft reports that synthesize the scientific literature on each topic, emphasizing its implications for organic standards. Before being put out in final form, these reports will be discussed and refined by a panel of stakeholders, such as organic livestock producers, organic certifiers, and representatives of consumer and environmental groups concerned with organic issues.
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