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Abstract: 

The oral cavity presents numerous surfaces for microbial colonization. These surfaces are continuously bathed in a “bulk fluid,” primarily saliva, producing biofilms of differing complexities, depending on intraoral location, genetic background and environmental factors unique to each individual. Most of the studies available today look at mature biofilms on the dentate patient. There is very limited data on the development of oral biofilms and not a single study looking at biofilm on the denture-wearing patient. This study identifies the microbial species seen on the soft tissue and hard tissue (dentures) of edentate subjects. It also compares the changes in composition and development of the biofilms that form on the surfaces of dentures/teeth and on the oral soft tissues as well as in saliva of 61 edentulous, 43 healthy dentate and 15 chronic periodontitis subjects who do or do not receive soft tissue/denture or tooth disinfection. All samples for the study were analysed using the 

DNA-DNA checkerboard hybridization technique.
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