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Abstract: 

Purpose: To further examine psychometric properties of the Child and Adolescent Scale of Participation (CASP), a parent-report measure designed to assess type and extent of children’s participation in home, school, and community activities.

Method: Data from eight sites were collected on 233 children and youth with and without disabling conditions, ages 3 to 21. A cross-sectional design was used to examine internal scale consistency and structure (Cronbach's alpha, factor analyses, Rasch analyses). Descriptive and correlation analyses were used to examine type and extent of participation restrictions and associations between CASP scores and scores that reflect extent of child impairment (Child Adolescent Factors Inventory) and physical and social environmental barriers (Child and Adolescent Scale of Environment). Mean differences on CASP scores among children from different age and diagnostic groups were examined with independent t tests and ANOVA with Tukey HSD post-hoc tests.

Results: Children's participation was most restricted (50-67%) in independent living activities, structured events, and social activities in school and the community, and least restricted in movement-based and 

personal-care activities at home (17%) and school (25-33%). Children with greater extent of cognitive, psychological and physical impairment, and greater extent of physical and social environmental barriers showed lesser extent of age-expected participation (r=-.70, and -.44, respectively). Significant differences were noted among diagnostic groups (p<.001), but not age groups. Children without disabilities had significantly higher CASP scores than children with disabilities (p<.03). Evidence of high internal consistency was demonstrated (Cronbach’s alpha=.96). Exploratory factor analyses identified two factors that contributed 68% of the variance explained. Rasch analyses revealed essentially one unidimensional construct, although three items showed minor misfit to the Rasch model.

Conclusions: Findings from this study were similar to the initial psychometric study and provide additional evidence of internal consistency and structure, construct validity, and the type and extent of participation restrictions experienced by children with disabilities. Further research is underway to assess how responsive the CASP is for monitoring change over time. Findings from this and prior research suggests that greater efforts are needed at the home, school and community level to promote meaningful participation of children with disabilities and to address the child, family, and environmental factors that support or hinder their participation.
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