Poster No. 69 


Title:
Frequency of Presentation and Risk Profile for Human Papillomavirus in Oropharyngeal and Hypopharyngeal Squamous Cell Carcinoma at Tufts Medical Center 

Authors:

James Kraus, Daniel Oreadi, Richard Wein, Nora Laver, Maria Papageorge 
Presented by:
James Kraus
Departments:
Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, Tufts University School of Dental Medicine; Departments of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery and of Pathology, Tufts Medical Center
Abstract: 
Background: Recently, there has been significant molecular evidence implicating human papillomavirus (HPV) as the causative agent in the development of squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck, specifically, in the oro-hypopharynx.  High-risk HPV-16 has been identified in the greater part of these HPV-positive tumors.  
Methods: A review of all the oropharyngeal and hypopharyngeal squamous cell carcinomas treated at Tufts Medical Center between the years 2000-2008 was performed. History of initial presentation, staging, smoking history and response to treatment were noted from the patients’ medical records. Pathologic specimens were processed to determine presence or absence of HPV. If HPV was present in the tumor, it was identified as a high-risk (HPV-HR) or low-risk (HPV-LR) strain.  
Discussion: Correlation between staining properties of specimens and the initial stage at presentation, response to therapy, need for surgical salvage (or sequential neck dissection), and survival of patients will be made. Given the unique cultural population of patients seen at Tufts Medical Center, additional analyses will attempt to determine if the rate of presentation of HPV-, HPV+ LR, HPV+ HR squamous carcinomas in the oropharynx and hypopharynx parallels reported frequencies at other medical centers.
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