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Abstract: 
Objective: The aim of this study was to assess the quality of life and oral health impact in patients who have undergone extensive mandibular resections for the treatment of both malignant and benign pathologies. 

Methods: Twenty patients; 10 males and 10 females, ages 20 to 67, with a mean age of 46.2, different ethnic backgrounds, and diagnosed with a variety of head, neck and oral pathologies, including Squamous Cell Carcinoma (SCC) (15%), Ameloblastoma (65%), Glandular Odontogenic Cyst (GOC) (5%), Odontogenic Keratocyst (OKC) (5%), Fibrous Dysplasia (5%) and Fibromyxoma (5%), underwent resection as primary treatment of their respective condition with either immediate (80%) or delayed reconstruction (20%). 
Results: Seventy percent of the patients to date have been restored to function and the remaining 30% are in progress. A quality of life questionnaire (QOLQ) was administered to each patient along with an Oral Health Impact Profile (OHIP). Evaluation of neurosensory function was also assessed and data were collected based on severity of complaints and problems reported by patients on a 1 to 5 scale that ranged from mild (2) to moderate (3) to severe (4-5). 
Conclusion: The surgical treatment of patients with oral malignant and benign pathology is considered one of the most difficult tasks oral and maxillofacial surgeons face while attempting to preserve function and esthetics as much as possible with the ultimate goal of a disease free patient. Currently, different modalities allow us to provide adequate treatment to successfully treat these patients while obtaining good results in terms of function and esthetics. However, quality of life is affected to some degree, which varies from decreased sensory function to inability to perform daily routine activities.
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