





Monitoring the air
Cn one day, about a year ago, a research group measured the

concentration of ultrafine particles in Somerville nzighborhoods.
The arezs are flanked by heavily-trafficked highways,
Their findings: '

Ultrafina particle corconfrati_on

Lignt

CAMBRIDGE

L !

Wity

BOSTON y

by
1 r.,.i_zfi'.

Wind fifection % &
that da :

:,‘f( N
B N

SOURCE: Mystic View askForce, Aecodyse Research Inc, lutls Unversity  1amEs ABLNDIS,GLOBE STAFF

PHOTOS BY ERIK JACOBS FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

At left, Linda Dyndiuk and Eric Barry outside their home in
Somerville. They can watch traffic on Interstate 93 from their
kitchen window (above). Barry worries that the pollutien
from the traffic may be exacerbating his asthma.

towers proposed at the Pruden-
tial Center.

Jonathan Levy, a professor at
the Harvard School of Public
Health who studies ultrafine
particles and has documented
high levels in Mission Hill near
the congested Brigham Circle,
said community-based research
is vital for shaping policy. “If this
turned out to be as significant as
some people think it could be,
we need to learn about it really

quickly,” he said.

Brugge, at Tufts, said the
study may show that hospitals,
schools, or housing complexes
should not be built close to high-
ways or that developers should
install air filters that can trap ul-
trafine particles. It could also
point to the need to screen peo-
ple who live and work near high-
ways for heart and lung prob-
lems earlier and more regularly.

For LaPiana, who fought —
and failed — to have the state

plant a “wall of trees” lining the
highway near her Somerville
neighborhood, the new research
is a way of getting government
officials to respond.

“If there isn’t a study,” she
said, “you’re not going to get
anyone to listen.”

Bina Venkataraman can be
reached at bina@globe.com.





