Interview date:

Interview time: 


TUFTS WILDERNESS ORIENTATION 2012
LEADER AND SUPPORT STAFF APPLICATION

Tufts Wilderness Orientation (TWO) is a program run by volunteer leaders and support staff.  It is designed to allow incoming students at Tufts to meet fellow incoming students through an exciting outdoor adventure.  Before Freshmen Orientation begins on the Tufts campus, TWO sends 216 first-year students on twenty-seven 5-day backpacking, canoeing, hybrid, trail maintenance and rock climbing trips throughout New England.  We are seeking enthusiastic nature-loving Tufts students to be leaders and support staff for these trips.

Being on TWO staff is a blast AND a serious commitment of time and energy. As a trip co-leader or member of support staff you will have many responsibilities to ensure the safety and success of the program.

LEADERS will be assigned a co-leader and will be responsible for planning and leading trips, teaching low-impact camping skills, facilitating positive group interactions, and maintaining the safety of the group.
SUPPORT STAFF will pick up and greet freshmen participants when they arrive.  They will work as a group to prepare food and equipment for the trips and cook meals during Staff Training.  And finally they will swim, hike, frolic, and hang out at our Loj base camp while serving as emergency support during the trips.
SUPPORT STAFF MOM/DAD is a returning staff member who acts as the right-hand man/woman for the Coordinators in managing support staff and running certain logistics of training and freshman arrival day. This position seeks a highly organized and self-motivated individual who is willing to be worshipped by an adoring and loving support staff.
The coordinators for TWO 2012 are Jimmy Voorhis and Rachael Wolber.  If you have questions about TWO, please feel free to email us at TWO@tufts.edu. Or call Rachael at 650.804.2915 or Jimmy at 774.223.2470. We’re both very excited to meet you!

APPLICATIONS ARE DUE BY FRIDAY, February 3rd BY 5PM.  TO APPLY:

· Complete a paper application including a clear photograph of yourself.  Include your name on each page of the application.  

· Return the application to the box outside the Biology Department Office (In Dana, next to Barnum).  

· Unless you are a returning leader, sign up for an interview slot when you turn in your application.  You CANNOT interview without turning in your application & photo!

Program Dates: You’re ours for the duration!

Mandatory Staff Training:  August 17-21
Freshmen Arrive:  August 23
Trips Out:  August 24 - 28
Those on campus in Spring 2012 are must also commit a minimum of four hours during April Open House, attend a mandatory meeting in late March/early April, and at least one of the Spring skills sessions.

General Information

Preferred Name:



Real Name:

Date of Birth:




Tufts ID:

Year of Graduation:



Phone:

Email:

School Address:

Permanent Address:

Fill this box with anything that represents your feelings about TWO.


Please limit your answers for questions 1-10 to three pages.          
     

EXPERIENCE

1.  Please tell us about any leadership experience—formal or informal—you’ve had, especially positions in which you were responsible for others.

2.  Please tell us about any outdoor experience you’ve had, especially overnight trips. 

3.  Do you have any special skills you feel may be relevant to the TWO trips? (For example, can you trail song rap battle better than Rachael? Can you brew a better campfire latte than Jimmy?)

4.  Would you prefer to be a Leader or member of Support Staff?  Are you interested in being Support Staff Papa/Mama? If you would prefer to lead (or have led before) specify whether your interest lies in backpacking, canoeing, hybrid, rock climbing or trail crew. Also note if there is a type of trip you strongly DO NOT want to lead.

5.  Did you go on a TWO trip as a freshman?  If so, what year, who were your leaders, and what type of trip was it? What was your favorite part of your freshmen TWO experience, if you had one?

6.  Have you ever led a TWO trip or been a member of Support Staff?  If so, when?  If you led a trip, who was your co-leader and what type of trip was it?

WHAT ARE YOU ALL ABOUT?

7.  Please tell us about your interests, activities, and what you are studying at Tufts.

8.  Why do you want to be on the TWO staff?

9.  If you could choose to be raised by the Muppets, zombies, or ents, who would you choose and why?

10.  What is the most memorable experience you’ve ever had in the great outdoors?

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The following questions will not affect your chances of being chosen for TWO staff, but will help us to plan this year’s program and training:

11.  TWOnits are small groups of staff which are assigned a theme and a related task (hard skills might hold a knot tying clinic, or summer activities could hold a game of kickball for staff that are here over the summer.)  Would you be willing to organize TWO activities in the spring/summer as the leader of a TWOnit? 

12. How comfortable are you with the following, on a scale from 1 to 5 (1 being not comfortable whatsoever and 5 being you could do it in your sleep!):

( _ )  Finding a suitable camping space and assembling a shelter using tarps.

( _ )  Packing a backpack.

( _ )  Using a stove (Peak or Whisperlite).

( _ )  Hanging a bear bag.

Name: 

