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•

 

The Silver Pavilion is part of the larger 
Ginkaku-ji garden retreat which Ashikaga 
Yoshimasa built in  1474. 

•

 

Yoshimasa’s grandfather, Ashikaga

 
Yoshimitsu had previously built the Golden 
Pavilion and Kinkaku-ji retreat as a whole 
(1397.)

•

 

This previous estate was modeled after the 
Saiho-ji garden (built in the Nara period) in 
terms of the use of carefully chosen stones, 
emphasis on details including steps, pools, 
and cascades, and the reduction of the 
garden to simple natural forms such as moss 
and stone. 

•

 

This is a Zen-inspired vision of the garden in 
that it is designed to be viewed from the 
ground in an intimate way, and for each 
specific feature to be separately 
contemplated and enjoyed. 

•

 

It so starkly contrasts traditional European 
gardens, which are often constructed to be 
viewed from a more particular viewpoint and 
enjoyed as a whole. 

Influence of Saiho-ji and Kinkaku-ji



Luxembourg Gardens, Paris

A European Contrast

Intended to be viewed as a whole 
and from one viewpoint,giving 
the viewer a feeling of 
empowerment. 



“Like a cameraman with a zoom lens, the eye was being 
drawn closer into the image; the previous paradise vision was 
seen from the clouds, the new Zen-inspired vision had its 
foundations firmly on the ground.  There was no need for a 
great garden lake, when the power of water could be seen in 
the small pool of the cascade.  By following the process of 
reduction and moving closer to the abstract, the artist was 
getting nearer to the raw image.  When the pool was made of 
moss and the cascade of dry stone, the process of reduction 
was nearly complete.”
Mark Holborn, p. 48  The Ocean in the Sand



Kinkaku-ji/The Golden Pavillion

•

 

While Kinkaku-ji draws from Saiho-ji and from Zen Buddhism, it is not completely simple and 
Zen in its conception. 

•

 

The golden temple draws from a number of architectural styles and hangs over the water in 
the tradition of many Chinese pavilions, while the shingle work and the unpainted wood 
reflect more native Japanese traditions. 

•

 

The top floor contains a Zen temple with bell-shaped windows. The ceiling of this uppermost 
floor was gilded, earning the building its title.  This is not seen in the Silver Pavilion temple,  
which is much more restrained and reflective of a society leading towards zen, and 
abstraction. 

•

 

There is a lake, complete with a peninsula and smaller islands that gives the retreat a sense 
of space and allows it to create its own horizon--in this way this garden can be looked at as 
a small microcosm of the larger world and of Japan. 

•

 

“The pavillion and garden stand as a magnificent gesture of paradise, to counter the misery 
that plagues the history of medieval Japan.”

 

-Holborn, p.51

Kinkaku-ji and Golden Pavillion



Ginkaku-ji
•

 

The predominant influence of 
the Saiho-ji garden was 
imposed by Yoshimasa here. 

•

 

The garden is thought to have 
been designed by the 
landscape artist Soami.

•

 

This retreat is significantly more 
modest and simple than the 
Golden Pavilion, and reflects a 
strong connection to Zen 
Buddhism. 



Connection to Zen Buddhism
•

 

Zen Buddhism is based not 
around the metaphysical and 
logic, but around instinct and 
feeling. There is great emphasis 
on identifying with the moment.

•

 

The distinction between interior 
and exterior fades as one 
becomes one with his 
surroundings. 

•

 

This connection is emphasized 
in the flow between interior and 
exterior space in the Ginkaku-ji 
complex, and the importance of 
the garden and landscape, 
specifically the sand garden. 



Ginkaku-ji/Elements and Architecture 
•

 

There are two gardens in this complex, 
one at the foot of the hills and one on the 
higher slopes. 

•

 

A relatively small pond is also included.  
This pond has an island in the middle 
which can be reached by two bridges. 

•

 

Flat-topped rocks lie around the edge of 
the island, as at Saiho-ji. 

•

 

A stream runs down and is broken by a 
cascade called the Moon Washing 
Spring, one of many lunar references in 
this complex. Such references tie into 
Japan’s animistic traditions, and the 
belief in spirits as a part of all facets of 
life. 

•

 

The Silver Pavilion Temple itself is a two 
story structure, modeled after the 
Ruriden at Saiho-ji. The lower floor was 
used for meditation (zazen) while the 
upper floor contains images of

 

Kannon, 
the Buddhist goddess of mercy. 



Sand Garden and Sand Cone
•

 

In front of the Silver Pavilion, next to the lake, 
there is a cone of sand around 6 feet high, with a 
flattened top, surrounded by a raised plateau of 
sand around 2 feet high.

•

 

This cone is called Kogetsudai, or Moon Facing 
Height. 

•

 

This cone of sand may be understood as a 
mountain or a volcano, as well as a a 
representation of Buddhist continuous practice 
and devotion. 

•

 

The process of raking the sand garden and 
perfecting the somewhat “unfinished”

 

cone relates 
to Buddhism and the idea of continuous practice 
and devotion. It is redone every morning by 
Buddhist monks.

•

 

Strips of raked sand contrast with messy unraked 
strips, creating a contrast between the natural and 
the kempt. 

•

 

The area as a whole is called Ginshandan, or Sea 
of Silver Sand, making a clear ocean reference. 

•

 

Features such as this sand garden suggest an 
important movement towards the abstract. 



Connection to Tea Ceremony

•

 

There were originally twelve 
buildings in the Ginkaku-ji 
complex, one of which was the 
temple of Togudo, the East-

 
Seeking Hall.  At the back of 
this temple was a small square 
chamber otherwise known as a 
tea room. 

•

 

It has been said that the tea 
ceremony may have originated 
in a room as Ginkaku-ji, where 
Yoshimasa offered tea to his 
friends.

•

 

It is also believed that the art of 
flower arrangement developed 
along with the tea ceremony, 
enhancing the beauty of rooms 
with nature. 

•

 

The inclusion of a tea ceremony 
chamber in this temple may 

suggest a secularization in Japanese 
society during the Ashikaga period, or at 
least in the complex of Yoshimasa.  
Previously, it would have been very 
uncommon to designate secular spaces 
within a religious space. 
•

 

This also reflects the strong spiritual 
associations of the tea ceremony. 



A Social Context
•

 

It is noteworthy that such a 
beautiful construction came 
about during a time of such 
upheaval.  

•

 

In 1467 the Ōnin War broke out, 
and caused major destruction. 

•

 

Gardens such as this one 
offered a refuge, paradise, that 
was deeply connected to Zen, 
which was growing in Japan at 
the time. 

•

 

Mark Holborn writes, in the book 
The Ocean in the Sand, “It was 
the very violence that moved 
the artist to such purity, calm, 
and detachment.”

 

p. 55
A rendering of Ashikaga 
Yoshimasa



Part of a Greater Tradition
•

 

The Silver Pavilion and Sand 
Garden Complex reflect both 
Japan’s animistic traditions, and 
the Medieval Zen Buddhist 
period.

•

 

Zen brought together animism 
and Buddhism in many different 
ways, including belief in many 
spirits/gods. 

•

 

Heavy emphasis on

 

visuality 
and the design of one’s 
surroundings, in conjunction 
with the underlying Zen 
philosophy of elements such as 
the sand garden, make this 
complex a unique lens through 
which to understand the 
progression of Japan’s visual 
culture. Kannon, the Buddhist Goddess of 

Mercy. 



Sources

•
 

Holborn, Mark.  The Ocean in the Sand. 
Boulder, CO: Shambhala

 
Publicatons, Inc. 1978. 

•
 

Keene, Donald. Yoshimasa and the Silver 
Pavilion. New York, New York: Columbia 
University Press. 2003. 

•
 

Kuck, Lorraine.  The World of the Japanese 
Garden: From Chinese Origins to Modern 
Landscape Art. New York and Tokyo: 
Weatherhill. 1989. 



Image Sources
•

 

1. Unknown Title/Artist.  Dartmouth Philosophy Dept. Accessed June 24, 2008. 
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://philosophy.wisc.edu/marshall/images/Ginkakuji%2520with%2520Pond.jpg&imgrefurl=http://philosophy.wisc.edu/marshal

 

l/travelogue.htm&h=768&w=1024&sz=285&hl=en&start=27&um=1&tbnid=OMdV7TMWjTbSCM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dginkakuji%2Bsilver%2

 

Bpavillion%2B%26start%3D20%26ndsp%3D20%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN
•

 

2. Unknown Title/Artist. Myspace. Accessed June 24, 2008. 
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://img501.imageshack.us/img501/985/moss2kz7.jpg&imgrefurl=http://profile.myspace.com/index.cfm%3Ffuseaction%3Du

 

ser.viewprofile%26friendid%3D119120231&h=773&w=580&sz=225&hl=en&start=10&um=1&tbnid=aPIXSYYlm4RjGM:&tbnh=142&tbnw=107&prev=/images%3Fq%3D

 

saihoji%2Bby%2Bmuso%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG
•

 

3. Unknown Title/ Rein Nomm. Scenic Paris Wallpapers.  Accessed June 24, 2008. http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://nomm.com/W-

 

ParisLuxGarden.jpg&imgrefurl=http://nomm.com/wallpaper.htm&h=612&w=914&sz=179&hl=en&start=5&um=1&tbnid=NtyF0bDd0W7TvM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=147&prev=/

 

images%3Fq%3Dluxembourg%2Bgardens%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG
•

 

4. Detail Map Luxembourg Gardens, Unknown Artist. BeyondProvence.com.Accessed

 

June 24, 2008. http://www.beyond.fr/map/paris2j07.html
•

 

5.  Unknown Title/  Unknown Artist. Gardenvisit. Accessed June 24, 2008. 
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.gardenvisit.com/assets/madge/ginkakuji_silver_garden/original/ginkakuji_silver_garden_original.jpg&imgrefurl=http

 

://www.gardenvisit.com/garden/ginkaku-ji-

 

silver_pavilion_garden&h=467&w=700&sz=165&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=n6jb75MoZxuxdM:&tbnh=93&tbnw=140&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dginkakuji%2Bsilver%2B

 

pavillion%2B%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG
•

 

6. Kinkaku-ji

 

Panorama, Unknown Artist.  Wikimedia

 

Commons. Accessed June 24, 2008.  
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/3/3a/Kinkakuji_panorama.jpg/800pxKinkakuji_panorama.jpg&imgrefurl

 

=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Kinkakuji_panorama.jpg&h=328&w=800&sz=83&hl=en&start=50&um=1&tbnid=Vofm2u8FGV1HBM:&tbnh=59&tbnw=143&p

 

rev=/images%3Fq%3Dkinkaku-ji%26start%3D40%26ndsp%3D20%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN
•

 

7.  Unknown Title/ Artist.  Khulsey

 

Website. 
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.khulsey.com/travel/kyoto_ginkakuji.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://www.khulsey.com/travel/japan_kyoto_ginkakuji-

 

temple.html&h=380&w=580&sz=125&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=XD9cEwXmrvCqOM:&tbnh=88&tbnw=134&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dginkakuji%2Bsilver%2Bpavillion

 

%2B%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG
•

 

8.  Unknown Title/ Artist.  Flickr.  Accessed June 24, 2008. 
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://farm2.static.flickr.com/1395/1337196011_8a5f9fc366.jpg%3Fv%3D0&imgrefurl=http://www.flickr.com/photos/78523822

 

%40N00/1337196011/in/set-

 

72157601898057787/&h=500&w=375&sz=126&hl=en&start=3&um=1&tbnid=PbBmTs6Wa37_BM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=98&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dginkakuji%2Bsilver%

 

2Bpavillion%2B%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG
•

 

9.  Unknown Title/Artist.  Flickr.  Accessed June 24, 2008. http://farm1.static.flickr.com/107/309103828_73c81f65f7.jpg?v=0

•

 

10.  Unknown Title/Artist.  Sacred Destinations.  Accessed June 24, 2008. http://www.sacred-destinations.com/japan/images/kyoto/ginkakuji/resized/garden-cc-

 

solution-63.jpg
•

 

11.  Unknown Title/Artist.  Japan Guide.com.  Accessed June 24, 2008. http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3907.html
•

 

12.  Unknown Title/Artist. Mental_Floss.  Accessed June 24, 2008. http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3907.html
•

 

13.  Unknown Title/Artist.  Freewebs.  Accessed June 24, 2008. 
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.freewebs.com/japanichiban/cul/the/rikyu.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.freewebs.com/japanichiban/cul/the/ges.html&h=

 

271&w=253&sz=51&hl=en&start=8&um=1&tbnid=licCD6YFhVS2eM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=105&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dashikaga%2Byoshimasa%26um%3D1%26hl%3D

 

en%26sa%3DG
•

 

14. Kano-White Robed Kannon, Unknown Artist.  Wiki

 

Commons.  Accessed June 24, 2008. 
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/3/32/Kano_White-

 

robed_Kannon,_Bodhisattva_of_Compassion.jpg/353px-Kano_White-

 

robed_Kannon,_Bodhisattva_of_Compassion.jpg&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Kano_White-

 

robed_Kannon,_Bodhisattva_of_Compassion.jpg&h=600&w=353&sz=46&hl=en&start=4&um=1&tbnid=0WAfsaVw9hqcuM:&tbnh=135&tbnw=79&prev=/images%3Fq%

 

3Dkannon%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN

http://www.beyond.fr/map/paris2j07.html
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/107/309103828_73c81f65f7.jpg?v=0
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/japan/images/kyoto/ginkakuji/resized/garden-cc-solution-63.jpg
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/japan/images/kyoto/ginkakuji/resized/garden-cc-solution-63.jpg
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3907.html

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Kinkaku-ji/The Golden Pavillion
	Ginkaku-ji
	Connection to Zen Buddhism
	Ginkaku-ji/Elements and Architecture 
	Sand Garden and Sand Cone
	Connection to Tea Ceremony
	A Social Context
	Part of a Greater Tradition
	Sources 
	Image Sources

